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Locailty: Northern Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka,  Solomon Islands, Thailand, Vanuatu, Vietnam.

From the late 1940’s – 1970’s the saltwater crocodiles were hunted to a critical level for their hides. They were 
officially protected in 1971, making hunting them illegal. Saltwater crocodiles can survive for weeks without food. 
They hunt at the waters edge, waiting for prey to come to them. Their eyesight is as good as humans, and even 
better underwater. They have a third eyelid (goes sideways across their eyes), which allows them to see under-
water. Their hearing is also very good; they have vibration sensors at the base of their teeth, which allows them 
to sense the slightest vibration in the water. The average weight of a male saltwater crocodile  is between 600-
1000kg and they have an estimated lifespan of 70-80 years but there is no known record of how long they can 
live for. 

Length: 6-7 Metres Maximum

Fact: Did you know saltwater crocs have a jaw pressure of about 3500 pounds for an average male? This is com-
pared to 335 pounds per square inch for a Rottweiler and 400 pounds per inch for a great white shark.

Temperature in captivity: Water 25-27degrees. Basking site 35degrees.  

Backgrounds: As the name implies, this species inhabits the tidal sections of rivers in tropical Australia from 
pure fresh water to saltwater. They can also inhabit freshwater streams, swamps and billabong sof the river 
floodplains and are often seen swimming in open ocean. 

Diet & Feeding: Juvenile saltwater crocodiles feed 5-7 days a week and willeat insects and small fish - but a full 
grown male saltwater crocodile can eat something the size of a water buffalo. Depending on the area, full grown 
saltwater crocodiles eat birds, fruit bats, fish, turtles, mud crabs and occasionally kangaroos and large mammals 
drinking from the edge of the water. In captivity, a male saltwater will eat approximately 3-6kg a week of chick-
en, fish and rabbits.

Total number of teeth: 64-68

Handling: Aggressive by nature, bites readily. Advanced restraint techniques are required. 
Reproduction: Usually nests during the northern wet season from late October to April. The female constructs 
a nest of vegetation and sold in which she lays up to 50 hard shell eggs. Incubation duration is between 65-114 
days. 

Other interesting facts: Saltwater crocodiles have the most developed brain of any reptile and can remember 
routines of other animals (including people) thus helping them to capture prey by waiting in certain spots at 
certain times of the day or year.  They will eat other crocodiles, especially around breeding season.
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